MCS se Monthly meeting — February 2010

The February meeting of the Marine Conservatione&p&outh East local group at the Holland Club in
Imperial College London was host to two liaisoniadfs Amy Pryor and Kate Mills from the Balanced
Seas Project.

The Balanced Seas Project is one of four similgioreal projects and is the local face of the cdhihg
bodies Defra/Natural England/Joint Nature Conseryd@ouncil covering the South East of England. The
purpose of the projects is to meet with as markestalders/interested parties to discuss and prajpese
areas within their region that should be put fodviar some level of protection.

The Balanced Seas Project has a very limited tipag-$0 conduct its stakeholder meetings as thé fina
recommendations will need to be submitted by 20ith the final decision being made in 2012 to meet
the government’s pledge of that date. The timésalheit very short may have the benefit of fongsi
peoples minds on the task in hand but concern arasd during the meeting that the initial stakeaold
input had no scientific basis as it was predomilyastcial and economic parties that were being niéie
meeting was advised that following the stakehotdeetings and final submission of areas for pradecti
this would then be passed to the scientific comiguor consideration in the forming of a compreheas
and cohesive set of marine protected areas artvencbiastline of England. Scotland and Wales are to
have their own projects where they will establisé &reas along their coastline requiring protection

2010 is to be the year when they will meet withmasy interested parties as possible and collate dat
ready for initial recommendations. This will elhtiie mapping of marine activities both commereiadl
social within the area including sailing, sporhfisy, water sports both on and in the water. Filois
map they hope to set out areas that have signifingarest to certain stakeholders. A lot of this
information will be collated from local stakeholdgmoup meetings before being submitted to the regio
groups. It was felt at the meeting that for MC3®&we an influence they would need to have a
representative on the Regional group for each neghs most of the information/discussion at thealo
group level will be based on the leisure and ecaoarse of the sea and coastline it is unlikelyaodn
any serious scientific input. The regional grogpsuld be in a position to ensure that areas putdial
have some positive scientific reason for their @cton. Questions were raised about the abilitaafe
business organisations being able to over-rideldowl conservancy groups but the meeting wassadvi
that the Government is committed to this processvat not allow any one group to over-ride the dee
of another. As this is the first time that thisgess has been carried out it was felt by a numpitesent
that the proof of the pudding would be in the eatiiThis may be something that will require vigdarto
ensure the good aims of the Government and thenBadbSeas Project are not deflected. The South Wes
regional group have been mapping their area famal®er of years but no details were available for
discussion at this meeting. The data collected e put on a website that will be accessiblelby a
parties and provide data links as required. Adisgent agreed that there was clearly a lack of data
available but assurances were given that thislsvaloping system of protected areas and will be b
alter to meet additional needs as they occur. ethieation and involvement of all parties and theegal
public will be another way forward to try and acrgeghe aim of sustainable, clean and healthy marine
environment for all.

2011 will be finalising this information with theigntific input and 2012 the final decision.



